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Dear Friends,

As | travel around the state through
my work for the Mississippi Arts Commission,
I’'m asked about the grants we offer in almost
every community | visit. In this age of austerity
and with the increased fiscal belt-tightening
taking place across the state, more
constituents are becoming interested in
pursuing grants to help fund arts and cultural
activities. There are plenty of details to learn
about our programs, but the main thing to
know is that we award grants to two distinct
groups: (non-profit) organizations and
individual artists.

MAC'’s enabling legislation states, “The Mississippi Arts Commission - envisioned by
the United States Congress in 1965 through the creation of the National Endowment for the
Arts and established, enabled and funded in 1968 by the Mississippi Legislature - is the
official grant-making and service agency for the arts in the state, providing financial and
technical assistance for arts programming to arts organizations and educational institutions
throughout Mississippi.”

The bulk of our grant funds are awarded to non-profit organizations or local
governments that produce arts programming for their community. While some may see “arts”
in our name and think it applies only to the “high” arts, MAC has an expansive view of how
arts and creativity occur in Mississippi. We do give grants to local symphonies, art museums,
and other “classic arts” activities, but we also assist groups that are pursuing a wide range of
creative and innovative programs. Some of these include bluegrass festivals, a performance
by a storyteller at a local library, and summer arts programs at a community center.

MAC also puts a strong emphasis on supporting individual artists. We know that high
quality artists are an essential part of the creative activity in Mississippi communities. MAC’s
Artist Fellowship grant program supports individual artists who demonstrate superior artistic
quality, and those who receive the grant come from across the spectrum of creativity, from
painters and photographers to traditional craftsmen and old-time fiddlers. Additionally, we
offer a smaller Minigrant award to assist emerging artists with developing promotional
materials and training opportunities.

While some wish | came to their community with the MAC checkbook and handed out
checks for good ideas, we actually have an open and thorough application process that helps
our board determine where to focus the agency’s meager funds. Everyone interested in
receiving a grant must submit an application. Once received, the application is thoroughly
reviewed by MAC staff and evaluated by a panel of experts before our Board of
Commissioners makes the final decision on funding.

And for those who say, “But I've never written a grant before,” fear not; the MAC staff
is always ready to provide first-time applicants with guidance on how to prepare an
application. We won't write it for you, but we can give you feedback and suggestions on how
to put together a competitive grant. We also offer grant-writing workshops each year to show
potential grantees how to put their application together.

The anticipated cuts to MAC’s state appropriation and federal grant will impact the
size and number of grants we will be able to award during the upcoming state fiscal year
(beginning on July 1st). However, we remain committed to providing as much in grants to
Mississippi’s artists and organizations as we are able. Keep in mind that we are not only a
granting agency but a service agency as well. We may not be able to always provide the
funding we would like, but we can always offer our services and expertise. Our goal is to
provide these services to all Mississippi counties, so please get in touch with us if you think
we can be of assistance to you or your community.

My best,
Malcolm
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MAC’'S ANNUAL DAY AT THE CAPITOL

Art, music and poetry filled the halls of the Mississippi State Capitol on March
27™ MAC would like to extend a very special thanks to all arts advocates
from across the state who attended this special day for the arts!

(photo left) Students from Mason

Elementary in Laurel, the 1* place
winners in the Great Seal Contest,
present their entry to Governor Phil
Bryant.

(Photo right) Students from
Quitman Elementary, 2" place

winner in the Great Seal Contest,
present their entry to Lt. Governor
Tate Reeves

(Photo left) The Mississippi
bluegrass group, Breaking Grass,

welcome participants to Day at the
Capitol

(Photo right) A visual art student from
Mississippi School of the Arts takes

advantage of the outstanding light at
the Capitol.

1 (Photo left) Mississippi’s Poet Laureate and
Pulitzer Prize winning poet, Natasha
Trethewey, recited one of her outstanding
poems for members of the House of
Representatives during Day at the Capitol

All photos by James Patterson



CALENDAR OF
EVENTS

New Stage Theatre
presents All My Sons
April 17-29, 2012
Wed-Sat @ 7:30pm;
Sun @ 2:00pm

1100 Carlisle Street
Jackson, MS 39202

Make Art Not War! Kim
Guthrie Gallery Exhibit
April 20 - June 8

Mon - Friday 10 a.m.-4 p.m
E.E. Bass Cultural Arts
Center, Greenville, MS

Sustainable Living by
Design

April 21, 2012

9:00 am- 2:00 pm
Oxford, MS

Cotton District Arts
Festival

April 21

8:00 am to 5:00 pm.
Cotton District- Starkuville,
Mississippi

32nd Annual Alcorn State
University Jazz Festival
April 21

8:00 am to 10:00 pm.
Vicksburg Convention Center

Earth Day in the Park
April 22, 2012
Sunrise-Sunset

Oxford, MS

Bottles and Brushes
Night

April 26

7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

E.E. Bass Cultural Arts
Center, Greenville, MS

"Great Broads of
Broadway" by Lester
Senter Wilson

Thursday, April 26

6:00pm

SCH Chapel, Vicksburg, MS

Ballet Mississippi
presents Collage
April 28

7:30 p.m.

Jackson Academy
Performing Arts Center,
Jackson

Natchez Trace Festival
April 28, 2012

8:00 - 4:30

Kosciusko, MS

To find a complete
listing of events or to
have your event listed
visit
www.arts.state.ms.us/

calendar/

REVEALING STUDENT TALENT THROUGH THE ARTS
2012 WHOLE SCHOOLS INITIATIVE SUMMER INSTITUTE

JULY 16-19, 2012
MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY RILEY CENTER IN MERIDIAN

Online registration is now open!!! The Whole Schools Initiative Summer Institute
is known as the premier training ground for schools involved in education reform
through the arts. The Institute’s highly professional training gives educators the
inspiration, knowledge, and skills to lead their students toward the goal of reaching
their full potential. The Institute utilizes diverse educational strategies that reflect
research findings regarding the value of verbal, kinesthetic, visual, musical,
analytical, and emotional avenues for engaging the student’s head, heart and hands
in learning. Held in Meridian at the Mississippi State University Riley Center for
Education and the Arts, July 16-19, this professional development opportunity is
open to anyone interested in learning in, through, and about the arts as well as how
to integrate the arts into the total curriculum.

Featured Presenters include:

Alice Tan Ridley (America’s Got Talent)

Dr. Linda Whitesitt and Dr. Elda Franklin-The ARTS BOOK

For more information, go to: www. mswholeschools.org

or call Jodie Engle at 601.359.6040 or jengle@arts.state.ms.us

2012 POETRY OUT LOUD WINNER NAMED

Kristen Dupard, senior at
Ridgeland High School has
once again been selected as
the Poetry Out Loud state
champion! Kristen’s amazing
skills have landed her this
honor two years in a row!
The contest was held on
March 22™ at Mississippi
Public Broadcasting.
Congratulations Kristen!

Mississippi Public Broadcasting produced a documentary about the contest
and it will air on Sunday, May 6™ at 6:00pm. Be sure to tune in to catch all of
the amazing recitations.

On Monday, May 14", the Poetry Out Loud National finals will begin
streaming live. Kristen Dupard is scheduled to recite between 1pm and 4pm.
Be sure to watch her represent Mississippi! The live stream link is
http://www.ustream.tv/channel/poetry-out-loud-finals.

YOU ARE INVITED!
MISSISSIPPI DELTA NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA

COMMUNITY FORUMS
Come learn about the National Heritage Area and share your ideas to help plan to
preserve, celebrate and share the important stories and places of the Mississippi
Delta. Admission is free!
Vicksburg — Monday, May 14 at 6:00pm at the Vicksburg National Military Park
Greenville — Tuesday, May 15 at 10:00am at the Greenville Higher Education Center
Clarksdale — Tuesday, May 15 at 5:30pm at the Old Clarksdale Bus Station
Questions? 662/846-4311
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The Mississippi Arts
Hour can be heard
statewide on
Sunday’s at 3pm on
Mississippi Public
Broadcasting’s Think
Radio. Find the
station nearest you
by visiting
mpbonline.org. The
show can also be
heard on MAC'’s
website and through
Apple’s iTunes

Upcoming shows

April 22nd

Larry Morrisey hosts
with blues guitarist,
Kenny Brown

April 29th
MPB Spring Drive Time
Show

‘“DON'T CRY
BECAUSE IT IS
OVER. SMILE
BECAUSE IT
HAPPENED.”

Dr. Seuss

YourTown, Mississippi is an exciting,
engaging 3-day workshop where
participants get hands-on experience of
how strategy, planning, and infrastructure
in community development help our rural
communities address some of today’s
biggest issues. With facilitators, presenters and experts from across the state
leading the interactive workshop, be prepared to come away with specific
ideas as to how your community can compete better and thrive longer in
today’s economy. This workshop is an approved training for MS Main Street
Association managers and has been approved for 3 CMO elective credits for
MML members. http://www.sig.msstate.edu/files/yourtown/2012/yourtown.php
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ARTS-RELATED JOB OPPORTUNITIES

Craftsman’s Guild of Mississippi _ 4 =l
Executive Director J
The Craftsmen’s Guild of Mississippi (www.mscrafts.org) ing a

dynamic, energetic leader as the chief executive for its 480 membership
organization dedicated to the advancement of fiag crw talented artisans.
.. -

The Craftsmen’s Guild of Mississippi is a non-prafit, membership organization
dedicated to preserving, promoting, marketing, educating and ensuring the
highest standard of excellence in regional crafts. The Guild increases
communication between artisans and friends and sponsors’ programs. The
Guild accomplishes its mission by presenting programs that educate the
artisan, collector, patron and staff. In 2013, the Guild will celebrate its 40th
anniversary.

Application Process: Please submit a cover letter specifying how your
experience relates to the Executive Director position at the Craftsmen’s Guild
of Mississippi. Please attach your cover letter, salary requirements and
current CV/Resume as pdfs to: elizabeth@prostaffgroup.com. Resume
reviews begin immediately. See full position profile at www.mscrafts.org

---SO UTH Executive Director
===A R T S Atlanta, GA

South Arts seeks a dynamic, multi-talented executive director to build on its
exceptional 37-year track record of strengthening the South through
advancing excellence in the arts, connecting the arts to key state and national
policies, and nurturing a vibrant quality of life. South Arts, a nonprofit
regional arts organization based in Atlanta, GA, was founded in 1975 to build
on the South's unique heritage and enhance the public value of the arts. The
executive director is the principal relationship manager for all stakeholders.
As the external face of the organization, the successful candidate will be
expected to represent South Arts to political officials, government agency
representatives, program participants, member state organizations, peer
regionals, donors, grantees, partners, and the public. For more information,
visit www.southarts.org.
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