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Governor’s Awards for  

Excellence in the Arts Issue 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I hope you will join us this Thursday 
at Galloway Memorial United 
Methodist Church for the annual 
Governor’s Awards for Excellence in 
the Arts celebration.  This 
distinguished and important event, 
established in 1988, celebrates 
twenty-one years of recognizing the 
accomplishments of outstanding 
Mississippians. 
The Mississippi Arts Commission, 
along with the Governor’s Office, is 
proud to have had the opportunity 
over the years to recognize the gifts 
of some of the most talented 
individuals, the most giving 
organizations, and the most 
dedicated arts groups from across 
Mississippi.    
As we acknowledge this year’s 
deserving recipients, it is my hope 
that everyone in attendance will take a moment to reflect on the story of 
our great state and embrace what has gone before.  This is an epic story 
of amazing people who have struggled and persevered to make 
Mississippi what it is today.  Our arts and culture have been the clay that 
has molded us into a people of immense talent and great strength.  From 
the beautifully intricate 16th Century relics that tell of a people steeped in 
spirituality, to the thousands of gifted artists, musicians and craftsmen who 
call Mississippi home today, exceptional talent has been cultivated on this 
fertile soil.     
 
As we face more challenging times ahead, let us remember that our art 
and culture moves us, inspires us, and gives us a reason to dance. 
 
I hope to see you on Thursday! 
 
My best, 
Malcolm 
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Join the Mississippi Arts Commission for the 21st Annual 
Governor’s Awards for Excellence in the Arts.  This exciting event 
will be held at 1:00pm on Thursday, February 26th at Galloway 
Memorial United Methodist Church in downtown Jackson.  The 
ceremony is free and open to the public. 
 
The 2009 Recipients: 

 
 
 
Leadership in the Arts  
University of Southern 
Mississippi Symphony 
Orchestra, Hattiesburg 

For bringing the world to 
Mississippi through the 

beauty of music 

 

 

 
Arts in Education   
WINGS Performing Arts 
Program of the Lynn 
Meadows Discovery Center, 
Gulfport 

For enriching the lives of 
young people and their 

community 

 

 

 

 
Artistic Excellence in Visual 
Arts –  
Wolfe Studio, Jackson 

For providing glorious artistic 
expression for two generations 

and for their indelible impression 
on the world 

 

 



 

Calendar of 
Events –  
February  
 
Governor’s Awards for 
Excellence in the Arts 
February 26, 2009 
1:00pm 
Galloway United 
Methodist Church, 
Jackson 
 
Operissimo! 
February 26, 2009 
7:30pm 
Mannoni Performing Arts 
Center, Hattiesburg 
 
Tunes, Tutus & 
Turning Wheels 
February 28, 2009 
7:30pm 
Belhaven Center for the 
Arts, Jackson 

 
 

Coming in 
March   
 
Tales of a Fourth 
Grade Nothing 
March 2-15, 2009 
2:00pm 
New Stage Theatre, 
Jackson  
 
Arsenic and Old Lace 
March 5-8, 2009 
March 5-7 @ 7:00pm; 
March 8 @ 2:00pm  
The Dixie Theatre, 
Ripley, MS   
 
The World Famous 
Glenn Miller Orchestra 
Friday, March 6, 2009 
8:00pm  
MSU Riley Center, 
Meridian   
 
Auditions for Oxford 
Shakespeare Festival 
March 7, 2009  
9 am  
Isom Hall 202, Ole Miss 
campus, University, MS 
 
Beauty and the Beast  
March 2 and 8, 2009   
7th: 7:00pm; 8th: 
2:00pm  
Thalia Mara Hall, Jackson 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
  

Artistic Excellence in Music 
Cassandra Wilson, Jackson 

For her uncommon gifts as a 
vocalist, songwriter, and producer        

 of remarkable talent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Literary Achievement 
 John Grisham, Oxford  

For his unparalleled 
achievements in the world of 

letters and his outstanding 
humanitarian spirit 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lifetime Achievement 
Andrew Bucci, Vicksburg 

For his extraordinary 
accomplishments as an inspired         

       visual artist
   

 
  
 
 
 
 



 
Everything Garden 
Expo  
March 7-8, 2009  
7th: 8:00-6:00; 8th: 
11:00-5:00  
Mississippi Horse Park, 
Starkville   
 
Writing to Sell-Series 
of Five Writer 
Workshops  
March 7-8, 2009  
Varied Workshop times 
SCH Academy Building, 
Vicksburg 
   
Mississippi Celebrates 
Architecture  
March 7 - April 11, 2009 
10-5 M-Sat 12-5on 
Sunday 
Mississippi Center for the 
Arts, Jackson   
 
Bach Back to Back 
March 10, 2009  
7:30pm  
Parkway Heights 
Methodist Church, 
Jackson   
 
Brick Street Barber 
Shop Quartet Concert   
March 12, 2009 
7:00 pm 
Southern Cultural 
Heritage Auditorium, 
Vicksburg   
 
Arts Under the Dome 
presents Small 
Potatoes  
Friday, March 13, 2009 
7:00 pm  
First United Methodist 
Church, Downtown 
Gulfport   
 
Magic Tree House:  
The Musical  
Friday, March 13, 2009 
7:00 pm  
MSU Riley Center, 
Meridian   
 
Eudora Welty New 
Play Series  
March 20-22, 2009 
7:30pm, 2:00pm Sunday 
New Stage Theatre, 
Jackson 
 
Visit the Calendar 
page on the MAC 
website for more 
information on 
these events OR to 
have your event 
listed! 

 

 
The 2009 Poster: 
 

This year’s poster is the 
second in a series of 
photographs depicting arts 
facilities that have 
received support from the 
Mississippi Arts 
Commission’s Building 
Fund for the Arts program.  
The poster features the 
historic Gilmer Ginnery in 
Indianola that was 
recently renovated as a 
flexible education, 
entertainment and exhibit 
space for the adjoining 
B.B. King Museum and 
Delta Interpretive Center, 
which opened in 2008.  
Young Riley B. King 
worked at the gin as a 
mechanic during the mid 
1940s.  King is pictured 
during the grand opening 
of the museum.  
The photo was taken by 

Tom Joynt and the poster was designed by Vidal Blankenstein. 
 

 
The Award Artist: 
 

James “Super Chikan” 
Johnson is one of the 
Mississippi Delta’s most 
distinctive performers.  One 
of 11 children, he was 
interested in his family’s 
chickens and the sounds 
they made, which earned 
him his nickname.  A stint 
working as a taxi driver in 
Clarksdale earned him the 
other half – “Super” – 

referring to his speedy driving! 
Johnson came from a musical family.  His grandfather played fiddle in 
local string bands and one of his uncles was “Big” Jack Johnson, a 
renowned blues musician.  He built and played the diddly bo initially and at 
age 13, he acquired a used guitar and learned to play.  In recent years, 
Johnson has become a visual artist.  Taking lessons from his grandfather, 
who built instruments, he began building his own guitars.  He combined 
discarded guitar parts with old Army gas cans, creating “Chikantars,” 
which he now uses in many of his performances.  Johnson was a 2004 
recipient of a Governor’s Award for Excellence in the Arts.   
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Listen to MAC’s 
“Mississippi Arts 
Hour” Sunday’s at 
3pm on Mississippi 
Public Broadcasting’s 
Think Radio–WMPN 
91.3.  The show can 
also be heard on 
MAC’s website and 
through Apple’s 
iTunes 
 
March 1 
Malcolm White hosts 
with photographer 
Melody Golding 
 
March 8 
Larry Morrisey hosts 
featuring 
information on the 
upcoming Poetry Out 
Loud 
 
March 15 
Diane Williams hosts 
with the Crossroads 
Film Society 
 
March 22 
Mary Margaret Miller 
hosts with Steve 
Yarbrough 
 
March 29 
Malcolm White hosts 
with a very special 
show featuring MAC 
staff members! 
 

 

 

When we do the 
best that we can, 
we never know 
what miracle is 
wrought in our 
life, or in the life 
of another. 
 

- Helen Keller 

 

The Awards: 
 

This year’s awards are 
specially made pieces of 
contemporary Mississippi 
folk art.  The six-string 
guitars are fully-functional, 
producing an excellent 
acoustic blues sound.  
Inspired by the traditional 
cigar box guitar, the Super 
Chikan guitar body is hand-
crafted by the artist from 
paneling and wood to create 
a stronger, more durable 
instrument. 

 
The Event Sponsors: 
 
The Mississippi Arts Commission would like to thank the generous 
sponsors of the Governor’s Awards for Excellence in the Arts 
 

Premier Partners 
AT&T 
Cellular South 
The Clarion-Ledger 
Luckett Communications LLC 
Mississippi Public Broadcasting 
 

Principal Partner 
Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Mississippi 
 

Grand Patrons 
ALCATEC LLC 
Chevron Products Company 
Ergon, Inc. 
Jan & Lawrence Farrington 
John N. Palmer Foundation 
Melody & John Maxey 
Ambassador Mike Retzer / Marcy Nessel 
Carol T. Puckett 
Sanderson Farms, Inc. 
Viking Range Corporation 
The Yates Companies 
 

Patrons 
Canizaro Cawthon Davis Architects 
Ross & Yerger Insurance, Inc 
Trustmark Bank 
 

Donors 
Stuart & Karen Irby 
Holly & Alan Lange 
Parkway Properties, Inc. 
Pinkston-Seablue, Inc. 
David Trigiani 
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