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Dear Friends,

Experiencing the arts should not be limited to age and is only restricted by
access and equity, a simple concept the Mississippi Arts Commission strives to
impact. All 2.9M people who call themselves our family, neighbors, friends and fellow
Mississippians deserve arts in education, arts in their community, and the arts to
increase their overall quality of life. Children should be encouraged to play, to create
and to be curious, and adults should be aware that memorization and rote exercises
are not designed to facilitate quality learning. These techniques are simply a way to
be tested, which does not always work for every type of learner. Research tells us
children establish learning habits by the age of four, so the earlier we provide and
make available all learning tools, including the arts, the better exposed the child is to
the joy of learning and the power of knowledge. It is critical that we strive to develop
the whole child and consider the whole mind when education is part of the
discussion. Early childhood education is critical to establishing good learning habits
and good students, who then become good, productive citizens.

There is a great deal of talk about the continuing issues facing our schools
when it comes to low scores and high drop-out rates. According to a study by
Americans for the Arts, only 1.4% of students with high levels of arts involvement
drop out of school by the 10™ grade, compared to 4.8% of students with low arts
involvement. Not only are the dropout rates lower, but the student’s test scores are
higher. These are facts that cannot be disputed and that lawmakers should seriously
review.

MAC’s Whole Schools Initiative, Mississippi’s first comprehensive statewide
arts education program, uses the arts as a vehicle for promoting high-quality
instruction and learning for students in all disciplines. This unique program goes far
beyond “art for art’s sake” and applies the
learning power of the arts across the entire
curriculum. By providing resources such as
professional development, funding to hire
teaching artists, and opportunities to create
a learning community, this program is open
to all schools who are interested in creating
a new school culture through the arts. An
example of the effect the arts can have on
students can be witnessed at Casey
Elementary in Jackson, Nora Davis Magnet [ iidaee
School & Oak Grove Primary — both in Hattlesburg

We can talk endlessly about the importance of arts in education, but the test
scores speak for themselves. Of the schools involved in the Whole Schools
Initiative, 95% increased their test scores in the 2011-2012 school year. These
findings strongly show that students who learn in and through the arts are able to
increase their knowledge in all subjects, while building 21 century skills that will
ensure a brighter future for all of the citizens of Mississippi.

Without question, the aRts should be an "R" too!
My best,
Malcolm

Link to Americans for the Arts study findings:

http://www.artsusa.org/pdf/get _involved/advocacy/research/2007/artseducation.pdf
Link to find the Whole Schools accountability results:
http://www.arts.state.ms.us/programs/whole-schools.php

Pictured: Casey Elementary School in Jackson


http://www.artsusa.org/pdf/get_involved/advocacy/research/2007/artseducation.pdf
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ATTENTION FESTIVAL & EVENT COORDINATORS!

The City of Philadelphia has been selected
to host Back Stage Pass 2013, a
symposium for festival and event planners
in the Southeast, presented by the

A -

Mississippi Main Street Association,
Mississippi Arts Commission and

Mississippi Development Authority's
Division of Tourism. Save the Date for
January 23-24, 2013 at the Golden Moon
in Philadelphia. Members of the
Mississippi Artist Roster should be on the
lookout for an email with information on
the Artist Showcase and Exhibit. To find

out how to register, contact Denise
Halbach at denisehalbach@msmainstreet.com.

GREAT SEAL OF MISSISSIPPI
ART CONTEST

The Mississippi Arts Commission invites all
schools across the state to enter the Great
Seal of Mississippi art contest. The top three
submissions will be framed and presented to
the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and
Speaker of the House at MAC’s annual “Day
at the Capitol” in March. These outstanding
pieces of art are an example and reminder to
lawmakers of the role the arts play in
education.

Visit MAC’s website homepage at www.arts.state.ms.us for more detailed
information or contact Kim Whitt at kwhitt@arts.state.ms.us.

Photo left: Governor Bryant admires his 2012 “Great Seal”
Photo right: Lt. Governor Reeves listens to the description of his 2012 “Great Seal”
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CALENDAR OF
EVENTS

An Evening of the Arts,
Power APAC

October 23

5:30-8:30 pm

Eudora Welty, The
Commons; Jackson, MS

Mississippi
International Film
Festival

October 25th, 26th, 27th
28th

10 am till 12am

Davis Planetarium and
Jackson State University

Mary C's 2nd Annual
Fall Festival

October 27
10:00a.m-4:00p.m.
Mary C. O'Keefe Cultural
Center, Ocean Springs

Halloween Carnival at
Carousel

October 27

3-5 PM

E.E. Bass Cultural Arts
Center

We Juke Up In Here
October 27

7:00 p.m.

Mary C. O'Keefe Cultural
Center, Ocean Springs

MAAE Teaching Artist
Workshop

October 27

9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
The Firehouse Gallery,
Vicksburg

Mississippi Roots
Music Film Festival &
Symposium

Sunday October, 28th
2:30 PM

Historic Temple Theater
Meridian

MISSISSIPPI ARTS COMMISSION ANNOUNCES
RECIPIENTS OF THE 2013
GOVERNOR'S ARTS AWARDS

MAC is pleased to announce the names of the recipients of the 2013 Governor’s Arts
Awards. This distinguished group will be honored at the 25th annual public
ceremony at 1:00pm on February 21, 2013 in the Concert Hall of Belhaven
University Center for the Arts.

The 2013 awards and their recipients are:

Arts in Education
Kathryn Lewis
Perkinston, Mississippi

Arts in Community
Bay Saint Louis Little Theatre
Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi

Excellence in Music
Eddie “Chank” Willis
Gore Springs, Mississippi

Excellence in Literature

Beth Henley

Jackson, Mississippi

now resides in Los Angeles, California

(photo by Michael Childers)

Lifetime Achievement
Bobby Rush
Jackson, Mississippi

(Photo by James Patterson)

For complete bios on all of the recipients visit
http://www.arts.state.ms.us/special-projects/2013GAArecipients.php




Coming In
November!

Jazz: Michael Jefry
Stevens and "Breeze"
Cayolle

November 2

7:30pm

Link Centre Concert Hall,
Tupelo

Delta Artists
Association 11th
Annual Exhibit
November 2, 2012

5-7 PM

Roger D. Malkin Gallery

Sun & Sand, The
Mississippi Film and
Music Festival
November 7-12
8:00a.m. - 12:00 a.m.
Mississippi Coast

Twelve Angry Jurors
Nov 8 thru 18, 2012
7:30pm except Sundays
2:00pm

Center Stage Theatre
240 Eisenhower Dr.,
Biloxi

Annie B. McKee:
Storytelling &
Common Core
Saturday, November 10
8 am - 3 pm

E.E. Bass Cultural Arts
Center, Greenville

MSO Pops I: STEVE
LIPPIA IN "SIMPLY
SWINGIN"

Saturday November 13
7:30 p.m.

Jackson Convention
Complex, Jackson, MS

To find a
complete listing
of events or to
have your event
listed visit

www.arts.state.ms.us/cal

endar/

MAC’S VISUAL ARTS DIRECTORY
OCTOBER’S FEATURED ARTIST
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Dot Courson is an award winning artist who paints Mississippi and the south.
She paints in a representational style and primarily in oils. Southern
landscapes are her specialty. She has been selected to paint several
corporate commissions and is in many private art collections throughout
Mississippi and the US. She is a founding member of the MS Painter's
Society and is a member of other national and international groups. After
studies with many nationally and internationally recognized artsts, she now
hosts workshops in Pontotoc/Tupelo for other artists - attracting artists from
throughout the US to study with some of the best most sought after and
collected artists in the US. She is represented by art galleries in Clarksdale,
Jackson, and Corinth, MS.

The Mississippi Visual Arts Directory provides a regularly updated resource on the visual arts
across Mississippi. Included is information on Mississippi-based visual artists (such as
painters, sculptors, and photographers) and craftspeople as well as descriptions of
Mississippi galleries, museums, cultural centers, and arts education facilities. The site is
maintained by the Mississippi Arts Commission.

The Commission provides listings on this site as a courtesy to Mississippi-based artists and
arts organizations. However, their inclusion does not represent an endorsement or funding by
the agency. The Commission reserves the right to edit or reject any submission and is not
responsible for the accuracy of the information provided by the artists or organizations.
Artists featured are randomly selected.

The Powerhouse is in the planning
stages for their 2013 gallery exhibits
and would like to spread the word
and invite artists to participate.
Artists can review the shows that
are coming up and if they have work or would like to create work that would fit
one of the ideas they can complete an application and turn it into the
Yoknapatawpha Arts Council. There is no cost to submit, except for the
annual juried show, which has cash prizes. The Arts Council would like to
showcase the full spectrum of artists; students, rising young artists, and
established artists.

For more information contact Wayne Andrews at yacdirector@gmail.com.

communilty
arts center |

POWER |1 HOUSE
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HOUR

The Mississippi Arts
Hour can be heard
statewide on
Sunday’s at 3pm on
Mississippi Public
Broadcasting’s Think
Radio. Find the
station nearest you
by visiting
mpbonline.org. The
show can also be
heard on MAC'’s
website and through
Apple’s iTunes

Upcoming shows

October 28%
Diane Williams
hosts with guest,
Nancy Perkins,
Director of the
Craftsman’s Guild
of Mississippi

November 4"

Mary Margaret
Miller White hosts
with guest, Melissa
Townsend, Editor
of Delta Magazine

November 11t
Malcolm White
hosts with country
music great, Marty
Stuart

“I saw the angel in
the marble and
carved until I set
him free.”
Michelangelo

ARTS-RELATED JOB OPPORTUNITIES

Chorus Administrator Position

The Mississippi Chorus ) i * o 2

The Mississippi Chorus is a Jackson, Mississippi communit;:?}ﬁo‘n
whose function is to bring extraordinary music to its'patrons in concerts
scheduled throughout the year, now beginning its 24" sea 380+
members. This person will work closely with the Artistic Di're'ctor, Board of
Directors and Chorus Council.

This is a non-supervisory, part-time position located in the Jackson area. At
this time it does involve coordinating volunteers on an occasional basis. The
concert schedule will require some evenings and weekends. The person we
are seeking should be highly motivated, innovative and creative, hold a
Bachelor’s Degree with experience in grant writing, marketing, development
and working with a non-profit organization. Experience may be substituted
for a degree. Applications will be accepted until a suitable candidate is found.
To apply, please submit your resume along with any material you wish to
have considered to The Mississippi Chorus at mschorus@gmail.com.
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MISSISSIPPI ALLIANCE FOR ARTS EDUCATION

Committed to promoting high quality, comprehensive, and sequential arts education
for all Mississippi students — from their first school day until graduation

Mississippi Alliance for Arts Education will host a one-day teaching artist
workshop on Saturday, October 27, 2012, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the
Firehouse Gallery, 1204 Main Street, Vicksburg, Mississippi. To register go to
www.MSArtsAlliance.com or see attachment. For more information contact

Althea Jerome at ajerome@comcast.net.

ARTS IN MOTION DRIVE
Mississippi Music Educators Association members are encouraged to support
the Arts in Motion campaign. The organization needs the active participation
of the entire membership. Their first goal is to sell 350 specialty license plates
to allow production. They believe this will create the momentum they need to
really make a difference for music and arts education in Mississippi.
MMEA membership:
Fill out an application for the specialty tag and mail along with the $31.00 fee
to the address listed below.
For arts supporters:
The application forms may be downloaded from the Arts in Motion page on
their website. You do not have to be a member of MMEA to purchase a tag.
All checks or money orders need to be made out to MMEA.
MMEA — Arts in Motion
c/o Andrea Coleman
5025 Hwy 80 East
Pearl, MS 39208
For more information visit http://msmea.org/
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