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Dear Friends,

Mississippi’s cultural landscape is a blending of time-honored traditions and
great artistic expression long celebrated by the Mississippi Arts Commission. Our
state’s art and culture contributes to the very DNA of each of us and shapes the core
of our existence. In a paper written in 1954, the treasured Eudora Welty introduced
the phrase “sense of place,” stating that “the art that speaks most clearly, explicitly,
directly and passionately from its own place or origin will remain the longest
understood.”

By taking a short trip around this unique state, one will quickly see the
reasons Mississippi is the most colorful and miraculous place, and why Miss Welty
was probably moved to pen those meaningful words.

Picture a warm and cozy
kitchen, the cold winds of a Delta
winter stirring outside, while two
sisters move quietly about the room
dancing to a rhythm they have moved
to for so many years. The sweet
smells they are creating remind them
of the task that is before them; the
long-remembered tradition of creating
delicate and tasty fig preserves, just
as their elders did before them. The
final result of their work is a true art
form, and one that is part of our
bountiful heritage.

Traveling south, a master fiddler sits in his living room awaiting the arrival of
his young apprentice. As the young man enters, fiddle in tow, the respect and
admiration he has for his teacher is almost palpable. They sit across from one
another and very quickly the room is filled with the joyful sounds of fine bluegrass
tunes with only a few missed notes along the way. The knowledge that the amazing
gifts of this master Mississippi musician are being passed to the next generation
provides a sense of southern comfort in this age of technology.

These creative traditions represent only two examples of what goes on
across our state each and every day. These are examples of how we tell our story;
they make us who we are; they create that “sense of place” that make living in the
museum that is Mississippi a true gift. From its very beginning, the Mississippi Arts
Commission has worked diligently to offer support, encouragement, and resources to
fortify the legacy of Mississippi’s arts and culture.

Eudora Welty, Willie Morris, Leontyne Price, William Eggleston, and B.B.
King, to name a few, have all been part of the reason that 24 years ago, the
Governor's Awards for Excellence in the Arts was created by the Mississippi Arts
Commission. This prestigious ceremony celebrates the gifts of exemplary
Mississippians who carry out this artistic legacy and provides our citizens an
opportunity to share our state’s abundant creative heritage.

I hope you will join the Mississippi Arts Commission on Thursday, February
16™ at 1:00pm at Wells Memorial United Methodist Church in Jackson, as we
recognize and honor the 2012 recipients who will be added to the outstanding group
that has gone before.
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GOVERNOR'S AWARDS
FOR EXCELLENCE
IN THE ARTS

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2012

AT 1:00PM
WELLS MEMORIAL UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
2019 BAILEY AVENUE
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

CEREMONY IS FREE AND
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Effective January 1, Jodie Engle, the Whole Schools
Initiative Director, will be the contact person for

the Arts in the Classroom grant applications.
Please direct all questions and phone calls to Jodie
at jengle@arts.state.ms.us or 601.359.6040.

MAC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO RECEIVE
SPECIAL DEDICATION

An Arbor Day Celebration and dedication of a "Moon Pine" will be held to
honor Mississippi Arts Commission Executive Director, Malcolm White, on
February 10th at the Mississippi Museum of Natural Science in Jackson.
The activities will begin at 10:00am. In 1971, the seeds were taken into
space by Apollo 14 astronaut, Stuart Roosa. The moon tree seeds orbited
the moon 34 times as Roosa piloted the command module. For more
information about this special dedication, call 601/359-6030.

MAC’'S ANNUAL DAY AT THE CAPITOL

Mark your calendars now for Tuesday, March 27" at 1:00pm, for MAC’s “Day
at the Capitol.” This special day for arts advocacy is more important now than
ever, because we want to inform the new leadership about the importance of
the arts in their communities. We hope you will join us as we “raise the roof”
of the Capitol! If you are interested in participating, contact Susan Dobbs at
sdobbs@arts.state.ms.us.
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CALENDAR OF
EVENTS

New Stage Theatre
presents “Lombardi”
Jan 24 - Feb 5

New Stage Theatre,
Jackson

MSO Chamber II -
Mozart by

January 28

Belhaven Univ. Center
for the Arts, Jackson

Contemporary
Dance in MS

January 31

Millsaps College Recital
Hall, Jackson

Coming in
February

Ardenland presents:
James McMurtry
February 1

Bennie’s Boom Boom
Room, Hattiesburg

From Carnegie Hall
to the Ford Center -
Bruce Levingston in
Concert

February 2

Ford Center, Oxford

Teaching Artist
Workshop
February 4
Greenville Arts
Council, Greenville

Arts under the
Dome presents Don
Edwards

February 4

First United Methodist
Church, Gulfport

Getting Frankie
Married and
Afterwards

Feb 9 - Feb 19
Center Stage, Biloxi

MSO Pops II - Music
of Elton John
February 11

Thalia Mara Hall

MAC STAFF MEMBER'S WORK FEATURED IN SHOW

Kim Whitt, MAC’s Arts Education Director, currently has a show of her
amazing fiber creations at Mississippi College. The show will run through
February 23, 2012 in the Samuel Marshall Gore Galleries located behind the
Leland Speed Library. A reception will be held on January 26 at 6:00pm.
Congratulations Kim!

MAC'S NEWEST FILM PROJECT
FEATURES 2011 WHOLE SCHOOLS SUMMER INSTITUTE

The newest MAC film project features an in-depth look at the 2011 Whole
Schools Summer Institute held at the MSU Riley Center in Meridian. Each
year, the Institute provides a premier training opportunity for teachers to learn
how to use the arts as a vehicle for promoting high-quality instruction and
learning for all students. http://youtu.be/MVmtwgoODjl

MISSISSIPPI'S NEW POET LAUREATE!

Natasha Trethewey has been appointed as
Mississippi’s Poet Laureate. She will be responsible
for promoting the literary arts in Mississippi through
readings of her work at meetings, seminars, and
conferences across the state.

When notified of her selection, Trethewey stated, “It's
an honor to have been named Poet Laureate of my
native state--the place that made me a writer--and |
am delighted to serve the citizens of Mississippi by
promoting our rich and ongoing cultural and literary
traditions."

Trethewey received the 2007 Pulitzer Prize for her
book of poetry, Native Guard, which honors African
American soldiers who were stationed near Gulfport during the Civil War.
The Governor appoints the Poet Laureate for a four-year term. The previous
Mississippi Poet Laureate was Winifred Hamrick Farrar from Meridian. The
first laureate was appointed by Governor Ross Barnett in 1963.

FELLOWSHIP RECIPIENTS NOW
SHOWING IN THE MAC GALLERY!

Visual Arts Fellowship recipients are currently
showing their work in the MAC gallery located in
the agency’s offices on the 11" floor of the
Woolfolk State Office Building in downtown
Jackson. We encourage you to come see these
outstanding works of art. A reception will be

! held on February 2™ at 2:00pm.

Pictured is Mississippi Gulf Coast fiber artist,
Ruth Miller.
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MISSISSIPPI
2 AI'TS
HOUR

The Mississippi Arts
Hour can be heard
statewide on
Sunday’s at 3pm on
Mississippi Public
Broadcasting’s Think
Radio. Find the
station nearest you
by visiting
mpbonline.org. The
show can also be
heard on MAC'’s
website and through
Apple’s iTunes

January shows

January 15

Mary Margaret Miller
hosts with cigar box

guitar maker, Archie
Storey

January 22

Malcolm White hosts
with director of state
tourism, Mary Beth
Wilkerson

January 29

Larry Morrisey hosts
with Peter Zapletal from
Puppet Arts Theatre

February 5

Diane Williams hosts
with percussionist Adib
Sabir

A successful man
is one who can
lay a firm
foundation with
the bricks others
have thrown at
him.

-David Brinkley

MAC PLANS TOWN HALL MEETINGS

The Mississippi Arts Commission (MAC) is going to be “on the road” state
wide in the month of February to get Mississippians’ feedback regarding arts
and culture in their communities and in their own lives. As the agency makes
plans for the future, the MAC would like to hear from individuals,
organizations, and other institutions to assist in the next MAC Strategic Plan!
Your thoughts and ideas are very valuable to the agency, and regional Town
Hall Meetings are being held around the state in an effort to get vital input
from our constituents as well as those who would like to have more arts,
culture, and creative opportunities as a part of their community, their life, and
in their schools.

The MAC will be traveling to:

Cleveland (Delta Region) — Wednesday, February 1, 2012 — 5:30pm in the
Recital Hall of Bologna Performing Arts Center

Tupelo (Northeast Region) - Thursday, February 2, 2012 — 11:30am in the
Link Centre Reception Hall

Meridian (Central Region) - Wednesday, February 8, 2012 — 6:30pm at the
MSU Riley Center

Additional meetings will be held in late February on the Mississippi Gulf Coast
and in the Southwest region of the state. These dates will be announced at a
later time. For more information, contact MAC at 601/359-6030.

The Mississippi Arts
Commission grant
application deadline is
March 1, 2012

SonEdna Foundation

Executive Director

The SonEdna Foundation develops and produces literary programs that
benefit the Mississippi Delta and beyond. We are currently seeking our first
full-time Executive Director - someone who is looking for a challenging
opportunity to lead the organization through its next stage of growth.
Established in 2006, SonEdna has developed a solid reputation for innovative
and high quality programming with established and aspiring writers
throughout the United States. With a good beginning, the organization is
poised to grow substantially with the right leadership. For a complete job
description visit
http://www.sonednajobs.org/SFI_ED_Search/Job_Description.html
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