
The State of Mississippi is now accepting nominations for the official Mississippi Poet Laureate 

As authorized by the State of Mississippi, the Mississippi Arts Commission (MAC), Mississippi  
Humanities Council (MHC), Mississippi Library Commission (MLC), Mississippi Department of Archives 
and History (MDAH), and other entities as jointly determined by these partners and the Governor to be 
the Poet Laureate Panel, will assist in seeking nominations for the appointment by the Governor to the  
position of Mississippi Poet Laureate. 
A postmark deadline of December 11, 2015 has been determined for nominations to be received 
by the office of the Mississippi Arts Commission. 

The Poet Laureate Panel is now soliciting nominations from poets who meet the following criteria: 
a) Either born or domiciled in Mississippi at the time of nomination;
b) Possess a body of quality works; (submit six samples of the nominees poetry)
c) Have works widely published in books, anthologies, literary journals or magazines by recognized,

reputable publishers;
d) Reflect the essence and unique cultural heritage of Mississippi;
e) Be available for a personal interview with the Poet Laureate Panel;
f) Have (no more than three) letters of support from the general public and the literary community;
g) Be available to fulfill the duties of poet laureate, traveling and actively serving in the state.

Letters of nomination should address the criteria.  Nominees must be able to perform the following duties 
of the State’s Poet Laureate.  The Mississippi Poet Laureate’s role shall include but is not limited to the 
following: 

1. To serve as the official state poet, creating and reading appropriate poetry upon state occasions
and state agency activities; 

2. To represent the rich cultural heritage of Mississippi;
3. To help identify Mississippi poets, write poetry, and promote literacy and the literary arts by

attending events and speaking with schools and organizations;
4. To serve as the Honorary Host of the NEA’s Poetry Out Loud initiative in Mississippi;
5. To serve as a Mississippi Arts Commission Teaching Artist.

The Governor shall name a poet laureate to serve a term of four (4) years, commencing in 2016. 
For complete information on qualifications, requirements, and expectations of the Mississippi 
Poet Laureate position, please visit: www.arts.ms.gov.
Nominations should be mailed to the Mississippi Arts Commission via regular U.S. postal 
service.  Each nomination will be reviewed for completeness.  Email applications and 
incomplete nominations will not be considered.  
The Poet Laureate appointment is a honorary position and does not carry a regular stipend. 
Mississippi Arts Commission Grants are available to non-profit organizations to compensate for 
up to half of the total fee of a presentation by the poet laureate. 

For more information, please contact: 

Connie Souto Learman, Chair – Poet Laureate Panel 
Mississippi Arts Commission 
501 North West Street 
Suite 1101A 
Jackson, MS 39201 
(601) 359­6035
csoutolearman@arts.ms.gov

http://www.arts.state.ms.us/
mailto:dwilliams@arts.state.ms.us


MISSISSIPPI  POET  LAUREATE  2016 - 2020 

Type or print (in black or blue ink) all sections below.  Copy the form as needed (correct contact information for 
nominee and completeness of form are required).  Nominees can self-nominate or be nominated by someone else.

Nominee 

Address 

City ST ZIP Code 

Day Phone 

Evening Phone 

E­Mail Address / Website 

Nominated by 

Address 

City ST ZIP Code 

Day Phone 

Evening Phone 

E­Mail Address 

Please attach a narrative of nominee's achivement, bibliography, support letters, nominee’s resume or vitae, and 
six poems representative of the poet’s work. 
Awards are made to individuals for lasting, outstanding and visionary work in the literary arts genre of poetry. 
Nominees will be selected based on the following criteria: 

___ Be either born or domiciled in Mississippi at the time of nomination; 
___ Possess a body of quality works; 
___ Submit six poems representing the work of the nominee; 
___ Have works widely published in books, anthologies, literary journals or magazines by recognized, 

reputable publishers; (please cite sources in bibliography); 
___ Reflect the essence and unique cultural heritage of Mississippi; 
___ Be available to fulfill the duties of poet laureate, traveling and actively serving in the state;
___ Submit (no more than three) letters of support from the general public and the literary 

community; 
___ Be available for a personal interview with the Poet Laureate Panel (if selected as a potential

finalist). 

Mail or hand deliver nominations to:
Poet Laureate Panel
Connie Souto Learman, Chair – Poet Laureate Panel
501 North West Street, Suite 1101A, Woolfolk Building 
Jackson, MS 39201 
(601) 359­6035 
www.arts.ms.gov

IF SELF-NOMINATING, PLEASE LEAVE SECTION BELOW BLANK
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